Menlo Atherton Little League

2010 Fall Ball

The Menlo Atherton Little League (MA-LL) Fall Ball program (“Fall Ball”) is a developmental league that provides youth from 8-11 years old an opportunity to play baseball in an organized fashion during the fall season. In Fall 2010, MA-LL will operate two Fall Ball leagues: one at the Major’s level and one at the AAA level.

The Majors League is for players of 2010 Little League age 10 or 11 who are playing at the Majors level or who are likely to play at the Majors level next year (2011 season). Note that playing Fall Ball at the Majors level does not guarantee that a player will be drafted into Majors in the following year.

The AAA League is for player of 2010 Little League age 8, 9, or 10 who played at the AAA or AA level this year or who are likely to play at the AAA level next year.

The goal is to provide a fun experience for the players, help them develop and refine their baseball skills, and to encourage their enjoyment for the game.

Menlo Atherton expects to field between 3-4 Fall Ball teams at the Majors level and between 4-6 Fall Ball teams at the AAA level for the 2010 fall season. The number of teams may vary depending upon player interest and playing field availability. Players will be accepted into the league based on their registration date (“first come, first served”) and after teams are filled, a wait list will be generated.

Both leagues will play games in a fall season from early September through the last week in October. Teams will play other MA Fall Ball teams as well as teams from Alpine and Palo Alto. Teams will be competitively balanced and games will be “serious”, but not extremely competitive. Standings will not be maintained and a league champion will not be declared.

Players who join Fall Ball will be asked to make a commitment to participate in most of the Fall Ball practices and games. It is recognized that some Fall Ball players may participate in another sport during the fall season, but Managers will expect players to make the time commitment to be a contributing member of the team throughout the Fall Ball season.

Registration Fees for Fall Ball are $100 per player which includes a uniform jersey, cap and field use.   Register Now
Below are additional details about the Fall Ball program’s operations.

2010 Menlo Atherton Fall Ball Plan

1. Majors Level Player Eligibility:
Majors Level Fall Ball is open to Menlo-Atherton residents who will be Little League age 10, 11, or 12 for the 2011 Little League season (are Little League 9, 10, or 11 in 2010). To be eligible, players must meet at least one of the  following criteria:

1. played in Majors in the 2010 spring season

2. be Little League age 12 in the 2011 season, or

3. be a current AAA league player who is Little League ages 9 or 10 in 2010 and who intends to try out for MA-LL Majors in 2011.

Players in group 3. above (current AAA aged 9 or 10 year olds) are required to have a recommendation from their 2010 AAA coach verifying that it is safe for them to play Fall Ball (e.g., can handle ~50-60 MPH fast balls and adequately catch) and  to verify that they are candidates to play in the Majors in 2011. Players who did not play in MA-LL Little League in the spring of 2010 should contact the Fall Ball Player Agent about eligibility and placement.

2.  AAA Level Player Eligibility:

AAA Level Fall Ball is open to Menlo-Atherton residents who will be Little League age 9, 10, or 11 for the 2011 Little League season (are Little League 8, 9, or 10 in 2010). To be eligible, players must meet at least one of the following criteria:

1. played in AAA in the 2010 spring season

2. be a current AA league player who is Little League ages 8, 9, or 10 in 2010 and who intends to play in the AAA league in 2011.

Players currently in AA will be asked for a recommendation from their current Manager to assure that it is safe for them to play in a “player pitch” league  and also to verify that the player is a candidate to play in the AAA league in the spring of 2011. Players who did not play in MA-LL Little League in the spring of 2010 should contact the Fall Ball Player Agent about eligibility and placement.

3.  Roster Size: 

13-14 players per team

4. Team Composition:

The goal will be to provide balanced teams. The Fall Ball Player Agent, in consultation with appropriate Majors and AAA commissioners and with player evaluation materials, will compose teams. Current MA-LL Majors teams will be allowed to designate players from their current team to be included in the same Fall Ball roster.

5. Games Played:

Early September to last week of October.  Games will be played between teams from MA-LL and Alpine/West Menlo LL. Canceled games (for rain or other reasons) will not be made up.

6. Scores and Standings:

Scores will be kept and results reported (primarily for evaluation purposes). However, no standings will be maintained and no league champion will be declared. There will be no Fall Ball playoffs.

7. Rules:

Will be discussed with coaches at fall meeting prior to start of season.

8. Uniforms: 

Each player will receive a baseball shirt and hat as part of their registration fee for Fall Ball. Pants, socks, belts, etc. will not be provided.

9. Practice Schedule Details:

Teams will be formed and practices will begin in early September. Teams will be assigned a practice slot on one weekday (typically Friday). Practices will be held at locations to be determined.

10.  Registration:

Please follow this link:  Register Now  to our online registration site. Registration will be open from mid-July to August 31st.

